English is said to have one of the most difficult spelling systems in the world. Take a look at these four words: anxious, fission, fuchsia, and ocean. They all spell the sh sound differently. English has 14 different spellings for the sh sound. Throughout history, the spelling of English words hasn’t changed as much as their sounds have. For example, people once pronounced the k in knife and the gh in right. We no longer say these letters, but we’ve kept the old spelling. English also tends to hold on to the spelling of words it borrows from other languages. 

The most striking examples of differences between spelling and pronunciation in English are the six different pronunciations of ough. Say these words aloud: bough, cough, thorough, thought, through, and rough. Some spellings have lasted from a time when the gh sound was pronounced in English. The English language is unusual in the way it borrows and grows. New words are constantly being introduced. The word “to google” is a new word that means “to do a fast Internet search”. It comes from the widely used Internet search engine, Google. 

Результаты сдачи учащихся в табличной форме:
	
	Виды экзаменационных заданий + баллы
	Итог

	
	Чтение
	Вопросы
	Описание картинки
	Сравнение картинок
	

	Уч-ся 1
	1
	3
	7
	7
	18

	Уч-ся 2
	1
	5
	7
	7
	20


ˇEnglish ǀ is ˈsaid to ˈhave ˚one of the ↑most ˈdifficult ˈspelling ˚systems in the ˋworld. ˈTake a ˈlook at ˈthese ˈfour ˏwords: ǀ ˏanxious, ǀ ˏfission, ǀ ˏfuchsia, and ˋocean. They ˈall ˈspell the ˈsh ˚sound ˋdifferently. ˌEnglish ˌhas ˋ14 ˳different ˳spellings for the ˳sh sound. Throughout ˏhistory, ǀ the ˇspelling of ˚English ˚words ǀ ˈhasn’t ˈchanged as much as their ˋsounds ˳have. For eˇxample, ǀ ˈpeople ˚once proˈnounced the ˈk in ˏknife and the ˈgh in ˋright. We ˈno ˚longer ˈsay ˚these ˇletters, ǀ but we’ve ˈkept the ˈold ˋspelling. ˌEnglish ˳also ˈtends to ˈhold on to the ˚spelling of ˏwords ǀ it ˈborrows from oˋther ˳languages. 

The ↑most ˚striking ˈexamples of ˈdifferences between ˈspelling and proˏnunciation in ˚English ǀ are the ˈsix ˚different pro˚nunciations of ˋough. ˈSay ˇthese ˚words ˚aloud: ǀ ˏbough, ǀ ˏcough, ǀ ˏthorough, ǀ ˏthought, ǀ ˏthrough,  and ˋrough. ˇSome ˚spellings ǀ have ˈlasted from a ˏtime ǀ when the ˈgh ˚sound ˋwas ˳pronounced in ˳English. The ˈEnglish ˚language ǀ is ˈunusual in the ˏway ǀ it ˈborrows and ˋgrows. ˈNew ˚words ǀ are ˋconstantly ˳being ˳introduced. The ˚word “to ˇgoogle” ǀ is a ˏnew ˚word ǀ that ˈmeans “to ˈdo a ˈfast ˋInternet ˳search”. It ˈcomes from the ↑widely ˈused ˚Internet ˚search ˋengine, ǀ ˎGoogle. 

Text 7

Everybody likes watching movies. Movies are a source of entertainment for people of all ages and professions. They stir emotions and stimulate conversation.

However, not all films are good. Watching violent films or horror movies can lead to nightmares, disruption to concentration or a fearful view of the world. Many films feature scenes that startle the viewer, including blood and injuries, environmental disasters or scary animals. Besides, films may contain rough or abusive language.

In addition, watching movies can interfere with basic physical activity. People who spend too many hours in front of a television have little time for exercise and outdoor activities. Some people eat fast food while watching a movie, which can result in excess weight gain. 

Last but not least, watching a movie is a one-sided activity. People look at the screen and don’t look at each other during the film. They dip into exciting adventures of the main characters and don’t pay attention to what their friends or family members do or say. For this reason, watching a movie may be a disadvantage for dating or other relationship-building activities. 

Task 2. Study the advertisement.
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You are going to practice diving with your friend while staying at a small resort town and now you are looking for a hotel most suitable for you and your friend. You are calling a travel agency to find out more information. In 1.5 minutes you are to ask five direct questions to find out the following:

1) availability of a four-star hotel near the seaside
2) availability of three-time meals
3) presence of a swimming pool
4) availability of some interesting excursions
5) the price for everything
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Задание №3

I’ve chosen picture №… . Look at it. It’s my most favourite photo from my photo album. 

If you ask me when the photo is taken I will be able to answer your question. It was taken in December last winter.

The people in the photo are my family. In the foreground you can see them playing snowballs and sledging down the hill, the dogs and some ducks near them. In the background there is our village. You can see sb’s house and two horses. The children are full of excitement. They are so happy.

I had many reasons to take the photo. I’ll name you just some of them. First of all, I had a perfect chance to imprint the feeling of being together with my friends in a photo. Secondly, that day was unforgettable so much that I couldn’t help making this picture immediately.

I made up my mind to show this picture to my friend because I found it full of life, energetic and exciting. I knew it for sure it would be able to amaze everybody.

To sum up, I’d like to point out the importance of such weekends because, on the one hand, they help to unite friends and, on the other one, they let us feel happy.

That’s all I would like to tell you about.
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Задание №4

Let me start with the description of the photos represented in front of me. 

The first picture shows us a teacher and her little pupils. It’s a lesson. In the second one there is a woman and her colleagues. I can guess they are in a meeting or a conference. 

The pictures have a lot in common. In both photos we can see a group of people. Another similarity is the sex of the main characters. They are women. Moreover, we can see some process of communication in the photos.
However, the photos have certain differences, too. In contrast to the second picture the first one represents children. Another difference is the profession of the women. The woman in the first picture is a teacher, and the woman in the second one is an office worker. Besides, the process of communication is more active in the first photo. 

As for me, I prefer the performance presented in the first picture. I love children. Besides, this job is full of positive emotions from communication with them.

To sum up, I would like to point out the importance of having a job, especially, if it is very interesting and inspires you to create something new and wonderful. I believe that our main aim in this life is self-realisation.
That’s all I would like to tell you about.

